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State Expands Cybersecurity Support with Secured Access to Resource Hub for Public Sector

M0NTPELIER –The State of Vermont is bolstering the cybersecurity of Vermont’s public sector by providing centralized resources and expert guidance to help protect critical infrastructure.
As of October 1, the Multi-State Information Sharing and Analysis Center (MS-ISAC) shifted to a tiered, fee-based model for state, local, tribal, and territorial government members. Many of the eligible public sector entities are small organizations that lack access to dedicated cybersecurity resources—and in many cases, do not have dedicated IT staff at all—making centralized support and guidance especially critical.
To ensure Vermont’s municipalities, schools, utilities, and more retain access to this valuable resource, the State of Vermont has secured free membership to MS-ISAC for these entities.
As cyber threats continue to evolve and impact communities nationwide, this is a proactive step to ensure Vermont’s critical infrastructure has access to practical, easy-to-understand resources to protect its information and systems. Cyber incidents affecting schools, municipalities, and businesses in recent years underscore the importance of preparedness and awareness. 
“Strong cybersecurity posture should not depend on an organization’s size,” said Denise Reilly-Hughes, the State of Vermont’s Chief Information Officer and Secretary for the Agency of Digital Services. “This program ensures equitable access to cyber protections for public sector organizations of all across Vermont.”
Who's Eligible? 
1. State Agencies 
1. Municipalities 
1. Tribal Governments 
1. K–12 Public Schools 
1. Public Health Organizations 
1. Public Utilities (Water and Wastewater Treatment Facilities) 

How does this help Vermont?
By visiting ready.vermont.gov, eligible public sector entities can gain access to valuable resources, including:
1. Current membership at no cost to eligible entities
1. Immediate support to registered members
1. Cost Savings for Taxpayers 
1. Access to Threat Intelligence, Incident Response, and Expert Support 
1. Covered Cybersecurity Support: Protective DNS, Passive Threat Monitoring, and Mor

About MS-ISAC
The MS-ISAC is dedicated to serving U.S. SLTT government entities. It is the only ISAC that places a priority on assisting less-resourced SLTT organizations, also known as “cyber underserved” organizations, to achieve essential cyber hygiene and provides tailored, cost-effective products for their use. The MS-ISAC delivers a unique combination of expertise, trust, scale, access, and mission alignment that cannot be replicated by commercial vendors or other government programs.

