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			Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests







			Greetings,

You are receiving this notification because you have been receiving our quarterly Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) or have been interested in projects proposed on Green Mountain National Forest in Vermont or Finger Lakes National Forest in New York (GMFL NFs). The purpose of the SOPA was to provide the status for ongoing and future proposed projects on National Forest System lands subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) prior to implementation. The new U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) NEPA regulations no longer require the distribution of the SOPA and so it will no longer be published or posted on any Forest Service website. Although no longer a regulation requirement, GMFL NF staff will continue to prepare and distribute a quarterly proposed projects list (PPL) to keep you informed of proposed project activity on GMFL NFs.

The first quarterly PPL for January-March 2026 can be found on our website at https://www.fs.usda.gov/r09/gmfl/projects/quarterly-proposed-projects-list.

More specific information about these projects will be available on our project webpage at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/r09/gmfl/projects

About the Quarterly Proposed Projects List (PPL)
The purpose of the quarterly PPL is to provide a status and short summary of projects that are ongoing or will soon be proposed on GMFL NFs. This list is intended to provide the public with informal notice of proposed management activities. Project proposals are required to follow USDA regulations (7 CFR part 1b) to comply with the NEPA prior to approval and implementation.
An effort will be made to seek public comments to help identify issues or concerns associated with proposed projects. Request for comments may be in the form of letters, email notifications or phone calls that will include more specific information for the public to provide meaningful feedback that may be incorporated into the environmental analysis process. When required, legal notices announcing project information will be published in the Rutland Herald or Ithaca Journal, our newspapers of record for the Green Mountain National Forest, and Finger Lakes National Forest, respectively.

The quarterly PPL includes the name, location, and a brief description of the proposal. Also included is the public comment invitation date (which indicates when public participation began or will begin), decision or approval date, and the expected implementation date. Analysis which supports any decision is documented in either an Environmental Assessment (EA), or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Proposals which have been "categorically excluded" (CE) from documentation in an EA or EIS are documented in a Findings of Applicability and No Extraordinary Circumstances (FANEC). More information regarding levels of NEPA documentation can be found in the USDA NEPA regulations at 7 CFR part 1b.2(f) and is illustrated on the Council on Environmental Quality Guidance webpage.

Contact For Questions
Email or call Jay Strand, GMFL NFs Forest Planner and Environmental Coordinator at jay.strand@usda.gov or 802-767-4261 x5522 if you have any questions about this quarterly PPL and/or the NEPA process.

How You Can Become Involved
We invite you to review the quarterly PPL to become familiar with our proposed management activities. If you want to provide site-specific comments on a project, get more information, or be placed on a project mailing list, you can email or call the Project Contact identified for the project of interest in the quarterly PPL or one of the following responsible officials depending on the location of the project:
	John A. Sinclair, Forest Supervisor
Green Mountain & Finger Lakes
National Forests (forest-wide projects)
John.sinclair@usda.gov
802-747-6704                        
 
	Christopher Mattrick, District Ranger
Middlebury and Rochester Ranger Districts
Green Mountain National Forest
Christopher.mattrick@usda.gov
802-767-4261, x5513

 

	Martina Barnes, District Ranger
Manchester Ranger District
Green Mountain National Forest
Martina.barnes@usda.gov
802-362-2307, x7212
 
	Travis Riley, District Ranger
Hector Ranger District
Finger Lakes National Forest
Travis.riley@usda.gov
607-546-4470, x3314
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