Wilmington Select Board/Sewer Commision
Meeting Minutes
December 18, 2013 6 pm

Present: Meg Streeter, Jim Burke, Diane Chapman, Jake White, Scott Murphy, Jessica DeFrancesco
Others Present: Jack Demming, Chris Mays, Fred Houston, Cliff Duncan, Wendy Woods Hartwell, Tom Consolino, Andy Schindell, Bob Hartwell, Ann Manwaring

1. Minutes- 
-Diane made a motion to approve the minutes of November 12, November 19, and December 4, 2013. Jake second. All in favor.

2. Visitors Comments-
-Duncan commented on the on-street parking along E Main St. Discussed the pros and cons of allowing vehicles to continue to park along the street in the center of town.

3. Action Items-Maintenance Agreement for Town Highway #31-
-The Right-of-Way on Rt 9W at the Medburyville Bridge is town property that the town maintains. The Maintenance Agreement with the State has yet to be signed. Burke made a motion to sign the Right-of-Way Maintenance Agreement, Streeter second. All in favor.
-Errors and Omissions List from Board of Listers- Burke made a motion to accept the corrections to the Grand List dated December 18, 2013, Diane second. All in favor.

4. State Representatives Bob Hartwell and Ann Manwaring-
-Our local legislators discussed what may be coming in the upcoming legislation session. Manwaring stated that Federal Grants won’t be as available as they have been in past years. Manwaring feels it is important to change the conversation in terms of education funding. She is looking at the existing funding and how it is distributed to schools, and what can be done to make this process work better.
Manwaring has a draft bill regarding the re-creation of elected members of town budget committees. There was a discussion on the pros and cons of towns combining Budget Committees and working together. Burke stated that schools joining together makes sense, but budget committees combining doesn’t. Why would someone want to work on the budget for another town? 
Bob Hartwell discussed his plans for an Economic Development bill he will be proposing. This bill will touch numerous areas including a 2 year budget vs 1 year, and the Vt Yankee escrow fund. This bill proposed that the state “invade” the Vt Yankee escrow to counter-act the plant closing: job losses, etc. Hartwell discussed the drug and mental health issues in the state, as well as the prisoner over-population. 

5. Wilmington Works budget-
- Select Board discussed the Wilmington Works budget. Burke is willing to approve the $25k as long as the Wilmington Fund puts up their matching $25k in cash, not a portion in money and a portion in other types of donations like last year. Streeter asked about the Coordinator/Consultant position they are budgeting $45,000 for. Chapman commented that they do not plan on it being an every year position, but they feel it is necessary to really get off the ground. They cannot say whether it would be needed for 1 year, 2 years, or even more at this point. Duncan asked what other money is in the town budget that is related to Wilmington Works. Murphy commented that there is nothing in the town budget that is directly connected to Wilmington Works, but indirectly, the Events Fund may be related. Murphy and the Board agreed that the Coordinator/Consultant position will not be committed past this year. They will review it again next year. 
Burke made a motion to approve the $25,000 Operating Grant from the Town funded out of the 1% Local Option Tax Capital Fund for 1 year and then revisit next year, with the stipulation that it be matched, in cash, by the Wilmington Fund. White second. All in favor. 

6. SeVEDS Budget- 
-Murphy reminded the Board that they had verbally agreed to SeVEDS request for $5,628 for FY15. Last year it was in the budget, but the Board wanted to take it out of the budget and fund it out of the 1% Local Option Tax Fund. Duncan inquired about the Stratton cell tower and SeVEDS involvement. Streeter commented that there is no word on it yet. Burke made a motion to approve  SeVEDS request for $5, 628 to be paid out of the 1% Local Option Tax Capital Fund so they can omit it from the budget line item. White second. All in favor.

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]A. Budget Review Group-Duncan submitted the results of the Review Groups meeting last week. Burke inquired why they recommended $305,000 to be raised and appropriated for the Town Hall Capital Account. Fred stated that $300,000 came from sale of property, which is capital. These funds would allow us to move Town Hall out of the Flood Zone, which will have to be done eventually. Consolino believes that it belongs elsewhere, not only in Town Hall. He suggested spreading it out to other Departments that have revolving expenses, and there will still be a surplus to give back to the taxpayers. The Budget Review Group inquired what specifies “Emergency or a Disaster” in Article 14. Murphy feels it is the Select Boards role to define this, but it has not yet been agreed upon. They will revisit the name of the line item and define at a January Select Board meeting.

Streeter moved to go into Executive Session at 7:40 pm for performance of a public official. 
The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:20 pm.

B. Budget- The Select Board took the Budget Review Groups recommendation under advisement. Burke made a motion to approve the $4,101,700 total budget for FY15, Streeter second. All in favor.

8. Warning- Burke made a motion to approve the 2014 Annual Town Meeting Warning with amended Article 4 for the general fund to be $1,243,874, Streeter second. All in favor. 

9. Correspondence- 
-Board reviewed Act 250 log

10. Other Business

11. Town Managers Updates-
Murphy updated the Board on the Municipal Planning Grant Approval

Streeter made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm, Burke second.




Respectfully Submitted,
Jessica DeFrancesco
Administrative Assistant




_______________________            _____________________          _______________________
Margaret Streeter		      James Burke				Diane Chapman





_______________________          _________________________
Jacob White			    Susan Haughwout



